
 

 

 

English 7 Curriculum 
 

 

Unit 1   Plot/Setting   
 
Estimated Unit 
Time Frames 

Big Ideas Essential 
Questions 

Concepts 
(Know) 

Competencies 
(Do) 

Lessons / 
Suggested 
Resources 

Vocabulary Standards/ Eligible 
Content 

5 days  
 
Plot Structure 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   

What are the 
elements of a 
traditional plot? 
 
How does 
setting influence 
conflict?  
 
What is the 
structure of a 
sentence 
response? 

Elements of a 
plot. 
 
Setting’s impact 
on plot. 
 
A traditional plot 
includes set 
elements. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Place plot details 
on a graph. 
 
Use complete 
sentences that 
include 
significant 
information from 
the questions. 

“Rikki-Tikki- Tavi” 
 
Teacher generated 
supplements 
 
 
  

Conflict 
Plot 
Exposition 
Rising Action  
Inciting incident 
Climax  
Falling Action  
Resolution 

CC.1.3.8.K  
Read and comprehend 
literary fiction on grade 
level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
CC.1.3.7.C 
Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or 
drama interact and how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot. 
 
CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.2 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.3 
Analyze how particular 



 

 

elements of a story, 
drama, or poem interact 
(e.g., how the setting 
shapes the characters or 
plot). 
 
E07.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
E07.D.1.1.4 
Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.5 
Recognize and correct 
vague pronouns (i.e., 
ones with unclear or 
ambiguous 
antecedents). 

1 Day 
 
Textbook 
Structures 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   

What are the 
structural 
features of a 
textbook? 
 

Structure and 
purpose of a 
textbook. 
 
Textbook 
features convey 
information 
 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Analyze the 
structure and 
purpose of a 
textbook. 
 

“Understanding 
Text Structure: A 
Textbook” 
 

Table of Contents 
Caption 
Inset 
Boldface Type 
Reading Checks 

CC.1.2.7.E 
Analyze the structure of 
the text through 
evaluation of the 
author’s use of graphics, 
charts, and the major 
sections of the text. 
 
CC.1.2.7.F 
Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as 
they are used in grade-
level reading and 
content, including 
interpretation of 
figurative, connotative, 
and technical meanings. 
 
 



 

 

CC.1.2.7.L 
Read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction and 
informational text on 
grade level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
E07.B-C.2.1.1 
Determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose 
in a text and analyze 
how the author 
distinguishes his or her 
position from that of 
others. 
 
E07.B-C.2.1.2 
Analyze the structure an 
author uses to organize 
a text, including how 
major sections and text 
features contribute to 
the whole and to the 
development of the 
ideas. 
 
E07.B-V.4.1.1.c 
Determine the meaning 
of technical words and 
phrases used in a text. 

2 Days 
 
Research and 
Writing 
 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text. 
 
Information to 
gain or expand 

What is the 
answer to 
student 
generated 
questions? 
 
How are sources 
documented? 

To generate 
questions for 
research. 
 
Research 
information to 
answer a 
question. 
 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Write a question 
for research. 
 
Research online 
and document 
the source. 
 
Write a 
summary. 

Question to 
Research 
 
Summarize 
Information 
 
Graphic Organizer 

Citations 
 

CC.1.4.7.U 
Use technology, 
including the Internet, 
to produce and publish 
writing and link to and 
cite sources as well as to 
interact and collaborate 
with others, including 
linking to and citing 
sources. 
 
CC.1.4.7.V 
Conduct short research 
projects to answer a 
question, drawing on 
several sources and 



 

 

knowledge can 
be acquired 
through a 
variety of 
sources.   
 
Writing is a 
means of 
documenting 
thinking   
 Writing is a 
recursive 
process that 
conveys ideas, 
thoughts and 
feelings.   

generating additional 
related, focused 
questions for further 
research and 
investigation. 
 
CC.1.4.7.A 
Write informative/ 
explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly. 
 
CC.1.4.7.D 
Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
strategies such as 
definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, 
and cause/effect; use 
appropriate transitions 
to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts; provide a 
concluding statement or 
section; include 
formatting when useful 
to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
E07.C.1.2.2 
Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or 
other information and 
examples. 
 
E07.C.1.2.4 
Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
 



 

 

E07.C.1.2.5 
Establish and maintain a 
formal style. 

6 Days 
 
Setting and 
Tone 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text. 
 
 

How is suspense 
created in a 
story? 
 
What is the 
structure of a 
sentence 
response? 
 

Tone 
development 
through detail.  
 
Setting and 
details establish 
tone. 

The student will 
be able to… 
 
Analyze how 
setting can 
strongly affect 
the progression 
of a plot. 
 
Analyze setting 
and how it 
affects character 
and tone.  
 
Make 
predictions. 

“Three Skeleton 
Key” 
 
Teacher Generated 
Materials 
 
 

Setting 
Tone 
Suspense 

CC.1.3.7.C 
Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or 
drama interact and how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot. 
 
CC.1.3.7.E 
Analyze how the 
structure or form of a 
text contributes to its 
meaning. 
 
CC.1.3.7.F 
Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as 
they are used in grade-
level reading and 
content, including 
interpretation of 
figurative, connotative 
meanings. 
 
CC.1.3.7.K 
Read and comprehend 
literary fiction on grade 
level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
CC.1.3.7.J  
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and domain-
specific words and 
phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression. 
 



 

 

E07.A-K.1.1.3 
Analyze how particular 
elements of a story, 
drama, or poem interact 
(e.g., how the setting 
shapes the characters or 
plot). 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.2 
Analyze how a dram’s or 
poem’s form or 
structure (e.g., 
soliloquy, sonnet) 
contributes to its 
meaning. 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.1 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 7 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 
 
a.Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; 
a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 
 
b.Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of 
a word (e.g., belligerent, 
bellicose, rebel). 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.2. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, and 
nuances in word 



 

 

meanings. 
 
a. figures of speech 
(e.g., literary and 
mythological allusions) 
in context. 
 
b. the relationship 
between particular 
words (e.g., synonym/ 
antonym, analogy) to 
better understand each 
of the words. 
 
c.Distinguish among the 
connotations 
(associations) of words 
with similar denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, 
polite, diplomatic, 
condescend-ing). 

 
 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text. 
 
Writing is a 
means of 
documenting 
thinking. 
 
Writing is a 
recursive 
process that 
conveys ideas, 

How do details 
help create a 
tone of 
suspense? 
 
 

Tone develops 
through details.  
 
Create a setting 
paragraph. 
 
Maintain a tone 
throughout a 
narrative. 
 
 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Utilize strategies 
to build 
suspense. 
 
Create a tone 
using descriptive 
details. 
 
Write 
descriptively 
using vivid 
sensory details 
and strong 
diction to create 
a setting. 

Teacher Generated 
Materials 
 
Student Generated 
Materials  
 
 
 

 CC.1.4.7.A 
Write informative/ 
explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and 
convey ideas, concepts, 
and information clearly. 
 
CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a grade- 
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.L 
Demonstrate a grade- 
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 



 

 

thoughts and 
feelings.   
   
 

spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.R 
Demonstrate a grade- 
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.Q 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
writing. 
.Choose  language that 
expresses ideas 
precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating wordiness 
and redundancy. 
. Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
. Use precise language. 
. Develop and maintain 
a consistent voice. 
 
CC.1.4.7.N 
Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing a 
context and point of 
view and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters. 
 
CC.1.4.7.O 
Use narrative 
techniques such as 
dialogue, description, 
and pacing to develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters; use 
precise words and 
phrases, relevant 



 

 

descriptive details, and 
sensory language to 
capture the action and 
convey experiences and 
events. 
 
E07.C.1.3.1 
Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing a 
context and point of 
view and introducing a 
narrator and/or 
characters; organize an 
even sequence that 
unfolds naturally and 
logically to support the 
writer’s purpose. 
 
E07.C.1.3.2 
Use narrative 
techniques, such as 
dialogue, pacing, and 
description, to develop 
experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 
 
E07.C.1.3.3 
Use a variety of 
transitional words, 
phrases, and clauses to 
convey sequence and to 
signal shifts from one 
time frame or setting to 
another. 
 
E07.C.1.3.4 
Use precise words and 
phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and 
sensory language to 
capture the action and 
convey experiences and 
events. 
 
E07.C.1.3.5 
Provide a conclusion 
that follows from and 



 

 

reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events. 

10 Days 
 
A Teleplay 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 

How do plot 
elements 
develop? 
 
What do details 
infer? 
 
What is the 
central idea of a 
text? 

Make inferences. 
 
Determine how 
events advance 
the plot and 
explain future 
actions. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Make inferences 
and express main 
idea. 
 
Label plot 
elements. 

Monsters are Due 
on Maple Street 
 
Teacher Generated 
Guide for 
Inferences 

Teleplay 
Inference 
Foreshadow 
Main Idea/Theme 
 

CC.1.3.7.A 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.B 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly, 
as well as inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations drawn 
from the text. 
 
 
CC.1.3.7.C 
Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or 
drama interact and how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot. 
 
CC.1.3.7.D 
Analyze how an author 
develops and contrasts 
the points of view of 
different characters or 
narrators in a text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.E 
Analyze how the 
structure or form of a 
text contributes to its 
meaning. 
 
CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a grade- 
Appropriate command 
Of the conventions of 
standard English 



 

 

grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.1  
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations drawn 
from the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.2  
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.3 
Analyze how particular 
elements of a story, 
drama, or poem interact 
(e.g., how the setting 
shapes the characters or 
plot). 

5 Days 
 
Compare and 
Contrast Essay 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text. 
 
Information to 
gain or expand 

What are the 
similarities and 
differences a 
fictional and 
historical 
account? 
 

The structure of 
compare and 
contrast writing. 
 
Compare and 
contrast two 
media. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Express 
similarities and 
differences. 
 
Develop a 
paragraph 
showing 
similarities and a 
second showing 
difference 

Graphic Organizer 
 
Historical accounts 
 

Compare 
Contrast 
 

CC.1.3.7.D 
Determine an author’s 
purpose in a text and 
explain how it is 
conveyed in a text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.E 
Analyze how the 
structure of a text 
contributes to the 
development of theme, 
setting, and plot. 
 
CC.1.4.7.R 
Demonstrate a grade- 
appropriate command 



 

 

knowledge can 
be acquired 
through a 
variety of 
sources.   
 
Writing is a 
means of 
documenting 
thinking. 
 
Writing is a 
recursive 
process that 
conveys ideas, 
thoughts and 
feelings.   

between media. of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.S 
Draw evidence from 
literary or informational 
texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and 
research, applying 
grade-level reading 
standards for literature 
and literary nonfiction. 
 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.1 
Analyze how an author 
develops and contrasts 
the points of view of 
different characters or 
narrators in a text. 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.2 
Analyze how a drama’s 
or poem’s form or 
structure (e.g., 
soliloquy, sonnet) 
contributes to its 
meaning. 
 
E07.D.1.1.4 
Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and 
person. 
 
E07.D.1.1.5 
Recognize and correct 
vague pronouns (i.e., 
ones with unclear or 
ambiguous 
antecedents). 
 
E07.D.1.1.6 



 

 

Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in 
verb tense.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.7 
Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing 
and correcting 
inappropriate fragments 
and run-on sentences.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.9 
Ensure subject-verb and 
pronoun-antecedent 
agreement.* 

Grammar FCA 
 
On-going 
throughout 
September 

Writing is a 
recursive 
process that 
conveys ideas, 
thoughts and 
feelings.   
 

What 
constitutes a 
complete 
thought? 

Write in 
complete 
sentences. 
 
Write with a 
variety of 
sentences. 
 
Write sentences 
with phrases and 
clauses. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Write a complete 
thought with 
proper 
capitalization and 
punctuation. 
 
Correct run-on 
and fragmented 
sentences. 
 
Write with a 
variety of 
sentence types 
suited to 
purpose. 
 
Write with 
clauses and 
phrases. 

Holt Grammar 
Level 1 
 
Teacher generated 
materials. 

Sentence 
Comma, period,   
  semi-colon 
Run-On  
Fragmented 
Compound  
    sentence 
Complex sentence 
Conjunctions 
Clause 
Phrase 
 

CC.1.4.7.E 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
. Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
. Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Develop and maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and maintain 
a formal style. 
 
CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a grade- 
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling.  
 
E07.D.1.2.3 
Use punctuation 
(commas, parentheses, 
and dashes) to set off 



 

 

nonrestrictive/ 
parenthetical 
elements.* 
 
E07.D.2.1.4 
Choose punctuation for 
effect.* 
 
E07.D.2.1.2 
Vary sentence patterns 
for meaning, 
reader/listener interest, 
and style.* 
 
 
E07.D.1.1.2 
Choose among simple, 
compound, complex and 
compound-complex 
sentences to signal 
differing relationships 
among ideas. 
 
E07.D.1.1.3 
Place phrases and 
clauses within a 
sentence, recognizing 
and correcting 
misplaced and dangling 
modifiers.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.7 
Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing 
and correcting 
inappropriate fragments 
and run-on sentences.* 
 
E07.D.1.2.4 
Use punctuation to 
separate items in a 
series.* 

 

Unit 2   Characterization  / Literary Elements 
 



 

 

Estimated Unit 
Time Frames 

Big Ideas Essential 
Questions 

Concepts 
(Know) 

Competencies 
(Do) 

Lessons / 
Suggested 
Resources 

Vocabulary Standards/ Eligible 
Content 

15 days  
 
LITERATURE 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 
Information to 
gain or expand 
knowledge can be 
acquired through 
a variety of 
sources.   
 
 

What are 
definitions of 
literary devices? 
 
What is direct 
characterization? 
 
What is indirect 
characterization? 
 
What are the 
types of 
characters? 
 
How do 
characters 
develop? 
 
 

Define literary 
elements.  
 
Elements of 
literature convey 
meaning. 
 
Direct 
characterization 
is stated. 
 
Indirect 
characterization 
is achieved 
through 
character 
interactions, 
speeches, 
reactions of 
others, thoughts, 
and through 
others reactions 
to them. 
 
Characters traits 
develop through 
direct and 
indirect 
characterization. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Label literary 
elements as they 
appear in 
literature. 
 
Restate direct 
characterization. 
 
State traits based 
on indirect 
characterization. 
 
Develop a 
character chart. 
 
 
 

“Antaeus” 
 
“A Mix of Culture, 
an Olio of 
Plantings” 
  
“Mother and 
Daughter” 
 
“Smallest 
Dragonboy” 
 
Teacher 
Generated 
Materials 
 
 
 
 
  

Direct 
characterization 
 
Indirect 
characterization 
 
Protagonist 
 
Antagonist 
 
Sub-ordinate 
 
Literary Terms 

CC.1 3.7.A 
Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.B 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations drawn 
from the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.C 
Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or 
drama interact and how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot. 
 
CC.1.2.7.J 
Acquire and accurately 
use grade-appropriate 
general academic and 
domain-specific words 
and phrases; gather 
vocabulary knowledge 
when considering a 
word or phrase 
important to 
comprehension or 
expression. 
 
CC.1.2.7.K 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 



 

 

based on grade-level 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies and 
tools. 
 
CC.1.2.7.L 
Read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction and 
informational text on 
grade level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
 
CC.1.3.7.F 
Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as 
they are used in grade-
level reading and 
content, including 
interpretation of 
figurative, connotative 
meanings. 
 
CC.1.3.7.H 
Compare and contrast a 
fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character 
and a historical account 
of the same period as a 
means of understanding 
how authors of fiction 
use or alter history. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.1 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations drawn 
from the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.2 
Determine a theme or 



 

 

central idea of a text 
and analyze its 
development over the 
course of the text; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.3 
Analyze how particular 
elements of a story, 
drama, or poem interact 
(e.g., how the setting 
shapes the characters or 
plot). 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.1 
Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 7 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. 
 
a.Use context (e.g., the 
overall meaning of a 
sentence or paragraph; 
a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 
 
b.Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots 
as clues to the meaning 
of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, 
rebel). 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.2 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, and 
nuances in word 



 

 

meanings. 
 
a.Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., literary 
and mythological 
allusions) in context. 
 
b.Use the relationship 
between particular 
words (e.g., synonym/ 
antonym, analogy) to 
better understand each 
of the words. 
 
c.Distinguish among the 
connotations (associa-
tions) of words with 
similar denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, 
polite, diplomatic, 
condescend-ing). 
 
E07.A-C.3.1.1 
Compare and contrast a 
fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character 
and a historical account 
of the same period as a 
means of understanding 
how author is of fiction 
use or alter history. 

Grammar FCA 
 
On-going 
through October 

Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings.   
 

What are nouns? 
 
What are the 
various types of 
nouns? 
 
How are proper 
nouns 
capitalized? 
 
How are 
quotations 

Define nouns and 
the types of 
nouns. 
 
Capitalize proper 
nouns and titles. 
 
Textual evidence 
proves 
assertions. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Mark nouns in 
writing and label 
their type. 
 
Write proper 
nouns and titles 
with correct 
capitalization. 
 

Holt Grammar  
 
Teacher 
generated 
materials. 

Noun 
Proper noun 
Collective noun 
Compound noun 
Quotation  
     Sandwich 
 
 

CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command 
of the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.B 
Identify and introduce 
the topic clearly, 
including a preview of 
what is to follow. 



 

 

integrated into 
writing? 
 

Prove assertions 
with quoted 
textual evidence. 
 
Develop 
quotation 
sandwiches. 

 
CC.1.4.7.C 
Develop and analyze the 
topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples; include 
graphics and 
multimedia when useful 
to aiding compre-
hension. 
 
E07.D.2.1.1 
Choose language that 
expresses ideas 
precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating wordiness 
and redundancy.* 
 
E07.E.1.1.2 
Develop the analysis 
using relevant evidence 
from text(s) to support 
claims, opinions, ideas, 
and inferences and 
demonstrating an 
understanding of the 
text(s). 
 
E07.D.1.2.4 
Use punctuation to 
separate items in a 
series.* 

 

Unit 3 Christmas Carol   
 

Estimated Unit 
Time Frames 

Big Ideas Essential 
Questions 

Concepts 
(Know) 

Competencies 
(Do) 

Lessons / 
Suggested 
Resources 

Vocabulary Standards/ 
Eligible Content 

25 days  
 

Comprehension 
requires and 

How does setting 
develop 

Elements of a 
plot. 

Students will be 
able to… 

A Christmas Carol 
 

Symbol 
Stave 

CC.1.3.7.A 
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 



 

 

Classic Literature enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 
 

character? 
 
What are 
symbols and how 
do they express 
meaning. 
How does plot 
development 
influence 
characterization. 
 
 
 

 
Meaning and use 
of symbols. 
 
Settings impact 
on plot. 
Character traits 
may be altered. 
 
Setting develops 
characters. 
 
Symbols convey 
meaning. 
 
Action or events 
develop 
characterization. 

 
Read a novel with 
understanding 
and insight. 
 
Analyze how 
setting can 
strongly affect 
the progression 
of a plot. 
 
Analyze setting 
and how it affects 
character. 
 
Determine the 
meaning of a 
series of symbols. 

Teacher 
Generated 
Materials such as 
Journey Circle and 
reading guide. 
Student Generated 
depictions of 
characters. 
 
 
 
 
  

text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.B 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly, as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.C 
Analyze how 
particular elements 
of a story or drama 
interact and how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot. 
 
CC.1.3.7.D 
Analyze how an 
author develops and 
contrasts the points 
of view of different 
characters or 
narrators in a text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.E 
Analyze how the 
structure or form of 
a text contributes to 
its meaning. 
 
CC.1.3.7.F 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in grade-
level reading and 
content, including 



 

 

interpretation of 
figurative, 
connotative 
meanings. 
 
CC.1.3.7.G 
Compare and 
contrast  a written 
story, drama, or 
poem to its audio, 
filmed, staged, or 
multimedia version, 
analyzing the effects 
of techniques unique 
to each medium 
(e.g., lighting, sound, 
color, or camera 
focus and angles in a 
film). 
 
CC.1.3.7.J 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade-
appropriate general 
academic and 
domain-specific 
words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary 
knowledge when 
considering a word 
or phrase important 
to comprehension or 
expression. 
 
CC.1.3.7.K 
Read and 
comprehend literary 
fiction on grade 
level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.1 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 



 

 

explicitly as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.2  
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.3 
Analyze how 
particular elements 
of a story, drama, or 
poem interact (e.g., 
how the setting 
shapes the 
characters or plot). 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.1 
Analyze how an 
author develops and 
contrasts the points 
of view of different 
characters or 
narrators in a text. 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.2 
Analyze how a 
drama’s or poem’s 
form or structure 
(e.g., soliloquy, 
sonnet) contributes 
to its meaning. 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.3 
Determine how the 
author uses the 
meaning of words or 
phrases, including 
figurative and 



 

 

connotative 
meanings, in a text; 
analyze the impact 
of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds 
(e.g., alliteration) on 
a specific verse or 
stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or 
drama. 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.2. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 
 
a.Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., literary 
and mytho-logical 
allusions) in context. 
 
b.Use the relation-
ship between 
particular words 
(e.g., synonym/ 
antonym, analogy) 
to better under-
stand each of the 
words. 
 
c.Distintguish among 
the connotations 
(associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, 
polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 
 
 

2 Days 
 
Compare and 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 

What are the 
similarities and 
differences 

The structure of 
compare and 
contrast writing. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 

A Musical 
Christmas Carol 
Production  

 CC.1.4.7.D 
Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 



 

 

Contrast Essay thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text   
 
Information to 
gain or expand 
knowledge can be 
acquired through 
a variety of 
sources.   
 
Writing is a 
means of 
documenting 
thinking. 
 
Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings.   

between two 
medias? 
 

 
Compare and 
contrast two 
media. 

Express 
similarities and 
differences. 
 
Develop a 
paragraph 
showing 
similarities and a 
second showing 
difference 
between media. 
 
Draw a 
conclusion as to 
the most 
effective version. 

 
or  
 
Christmas Carol 
Video 
 

information using 
strategies such as 
definition, 
classification, 
comparison/ 
contrast, and 
cause/effect; use 
appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts; provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section; include 
formatting when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.7.S 
Draw evidence from 
literary or 
informational texts 
to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research, applying 
grade-level reading 
standards for 
literature and 
literary non-fiction. 
 
E07.C.1.2.2 
Analyze how a 
drama’s or poem’s 
form or structure 
(e.g., soliloquy, 
sonnet) contributes 
to its meaning. 
 
E07.C.1.2.4 
Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
 



 

 

E07.C.1.2.5 
Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 

 

Grammar FCA 
On-going through 
November 

Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings.   
 

What are verbs 
and how do they 
function? 
 
What are the 
types of verbs? 
 
How do subjects 
and verbs agree? 
 
What is the 
consistent tense 
of a piece of 
writing? 
 
 
 
 

Verbs function in 
different ways. 
 
Subjects and 
verbs agree in 
number. 
 
Verb consistency 
in writing 
 
 
 

The student will 
be able to. . . 
 
Mark verbs and 
state their types 
in a piece of 
writing. 
 
Write with a 
consistent tense 
and subject/verb 
agreement. 

Holt Handbook 
First Course 
 
Teacher generated 
materials 

Verb: active 
           Linking 
           To-be 
            Tense 
        Agreement 
 
 
 

CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a 
grade-appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
E07.D.1.1.9 
Ensure subject-verb 
and pronoun-
antecedent 
agreement.* 
 
 
E07.D.1.1.6 
Recognize and 
correct 
inappropriate shifts 
in verb tense.* 
 
E07.D.1.2.4 
Use punctuation to 
separate items in a 
series.* 

Grammar FCA 
On-going through 
December 

Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings.   
 

What are 
adjectives? 
 
How are 
adjectives 
properly 
punctuated? 
 
How do 
adjectives 

Function and 
insertion of 
adjectives. 
 
Appropriate 
selection of 
adjectives 

Students will be 
able to . . . 
 
Enhance writing 
with adjectives. 
 
Exclude 
superfluous 
adjectives. 
 

Holt Handbook 
First Course 
 
Teacher generated 
materials 

Adjective 
Mood 

CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a 
grade-appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.E 
Write with an 



 

 

enhance 
meaning? 

Develop mood 
and setting with 
adjectives. 

awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
. Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
E07.D.1.2.1 
Introduce a topic for 
the intended 
audience and 
preview what is to 
follow; organize 
ideas, concepts, and 
information using 
strategies such as 
definition, 
classification, 
compare/contrast, 
and cause/effect to 
support the writer’s 
purpose. 
 
E07.D.1.2.4 
Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
 
E07.D.2.1.5 
Choose words and 
phrases for effect.* 
 

 



 

 

 

Unit 4   Poetry   
 

Estimated Unit 
Time Frames 

Big Ideas Essential 
Questions 

Concepts 
(Know) 

Competencies 
(Do) 

Lessons / 
Suggested 
Resources 

Vocabulary Standards/ 
Eligible Content 

15 days  
 
Poetry  

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text   
 
Information to 
gain or expand 
knowledge can be 
acquired through 
a variety of 
sources.  

What are poetic 
devices?  
 
What devices 
appear in 
particular 
poems? 
 
How does poetry 
express meaning? 
 
How are poems 
structured? 

Poetic devices. 
 
Structure of a 
poem. 
Poetic devices 
express meaning. 
 
Poetic structure. 
 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Define poetic 
terms. 
 
Label and explain 
poetic devices as 
they appear in 
poetry. 
 
Explain the 
structure of a 
poem. 

“Jabberwocky” 
“Oranges” 
“Annabel Lee” 
 
Selected poems 
 
Teacher 
Generated 
Materials. 
 
Glossary of terms. 

Poem 
Stanza 
Figurative 
Language 
Symbol 
Simile 
Metaphor 
Hyperbole 
Alliteration 
Onomatopoeia 
Rhyme Scheme 
Rhyme 
Imagery 
Allusion 
Refrain 
Repetition 
Speaker  

CC.1.3.7.B 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly, as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.E 
Analyze how the 
structure or form of 
a text contributes to 
its meaning. 
 
CC.1.3.7.F 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in grade-
level reading and 
content, including 
interpretation of 
figurative, 
connotative 
meanings. 
 
CC.1.3.7.J 
Acquire and use 
accurately grade- 
appropriate general 
academic and 
domain-specific 
words and phrases; 
gather vocabulary 
knowledge when 
considering a word 



 

 

or phrase important 
to comprehension or 
expression. 
 
CC.1.3.7.K 
Read and 
comprehend literary 
fiction on grade 
level, reading 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.2 
Analyze how a 
drama’s or poem’s 
form or structure 
(e.g., soliloquy, 
sonnet) contributes 
to its meaning. 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.3 
Determine how the 
author uses the 
meaning of words or 
phrases, including 
figurative and 
connotative 
meanings, in a text; 
analyze the impact 
of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds 
(e.g., alliteration) on 
a specific verse or 
stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or 
drama. 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.2 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 
 
a.Interpret figures of 



 

 

speech (e.g., literary 
and mythological 
allusions) in context. 
 
b.Use the relation-
ship between 
particular words 
(e.g., synonym/ 
antonym, analogy) 
to better under-
stand each of the 
words. 
 
c.Distinguish among 
the connotations 
(associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, 
polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 

 

 
 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.  
 
Information to 
gain or expand 
knowledge can be 
acquired through 
a variety of 
sources.   
 
Writing is a 

How do poetic 
devices express 
meaning in 
poetry? 

Poetic devices 
impact the 
meaning of 
poetry. 
 
Support an 
explanation with 
textual reference. 
Analyze meaning 
and poetic 
devices. 
 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Write a literary 
response 
analyzing poetry. 
 
Support 
conclusions with 
textual evidence. 
 
Structure a 
paragraph with a 
topic sentence, a 
body, and a 
concluding 
sentence. 
 

“Jabberwocky” 
“Oranges” 
“Annabel Lee” 
 
Selected poems 
 
Teacher 
Generated 
Materials. 
 
Glossary of terms. 
 
 
  

Poem 
Stanza 
Figurative 
Language 
Symbol 
Simile 
Metaphor 
Hyperbole 
Alliteration 
Onomatopoeia 
Rhyme Scheme 
Rhyme 
Imagery 
Allusion 
Refrain 
Repetition 
Speaker  

CC.1.3.7.A 
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.B 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly, as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.C 
Analyze how 
particular elements 



 

 

means of 
documenting 
thinking. 
 
Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings   

of a story or drama 
interact and how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plots. 
 
CC.1.3.7.F 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in grade-
level reading and 
content, including 
interpretation of 
figurative, 
connotative 
meanings. 
 
CC.1.4.7.E 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
. Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
CC.1.4.7.R 
Demonstrate a 
grade- appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 



 

 

spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.S 
Draw evidence from 
literary or informa-
tional texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research, applying 
grade-level reading 
standards for 
literature and 
literary nonfiction. 
 
CC.1.4.7.T 
With some guidance 
and support from 
peers and adults, 
develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, 
focusing on how well 
purpose and 
audience have been 
addressed. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.1 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.2 
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 



 

 

objective summary 
of the text. 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.3 
Determine how the 
author uses the 
meaning of words or 
phrases, including 
figurative and 
connotative 
meanings, in a text; 
analyze the impact 
of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds 
(e.g., alliteration) on 
a specific verse or 
stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or 
drama. 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.2 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 
 
a.Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., literary 
and mythological 
allusions) in context. 
 
b.Use the relation-
ship between 
particular words 
(e.g., synonym/ 
antonym, analogy) 
to better under-
stand each of the 
words. 
 
c.Distinguish among 
the connotations 
(associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations 



 

 

(definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, 
polite, diplomatic, 
condescending). 
 
E07.C.1.2.2 
Develop the topic 
with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, 
or other information 
and examples. 
 
E07.C.1.2.3 
Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among claim(s), 
reasons, and 
evidence. 
 
E07.D.1.1.4  
Recognize and 
correct 
inappropriate shifts 
in pronoun number 
and person.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.5 
Recognize and 
correct vague 
pronouns (i.e., ones 
with unclear or 
ambiguous 
antecedents).* 
 
E07.D.1.1.6 
Recognize and 
correct 
inappropriate shifts 
in verb tense.* 
 
 
E07.D.1.1.7 
Produce complete 
sentences, 



 

 

recognizing and 
correcting 
inappropriate 
fragments and run-
on sentences.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.8 
Correctly use 
frequently confused 
words (e.g., to, too, 
two; there, their, 
they’re).* 
 
E07.D.1.1.9 
Ensure subject-verb 
and pronoun-
antecedent 
agreement.* 
 
E07.D.1.2.1 
Use a comma to 
separate coordinate 
adjectives (e.g., It 
was a fascinating, 
enjoyable movie but 
not He wore an old 
[,] green shirt). 
 
E07.D.1.2.2 
Spell correctly. 
 
E07.D.1.2.3 
Use punctuation 
(commas, 
parentheses, and 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/paren
thetical elements.* 
 
E07D.1.2.4 
Use punctuation to 
separate items in a 
series.* 

Grammar FCA 
On-Going through 
January 

Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 

What is an 
adverb? 
 

Adverbs modify 
verbs, adjectives, 
and other 

Students will be 
able to . . . 
 

Holt Handbook 
First Course 
 

Adverb 
Conjunctive      
      adverb 

 
CC.1.4.7.D 
Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 



 

 

ideas, thoughts 
and feelings.   

How do 
conjunctive 
adverbs function? 
 
How do 
transitions 
enhance the flow 
of ideas? 
 
What is formal 
English? 

adverbs. 
 
Transitions 
connect ideas 
and signal future 
concepts. 
 
Formal English 
involves 
maintaining an 
object tone with 
sophisticated 
diction. 

Modify with 
adverbs. 
 
Include 
appropriate 
transitions in 
writing. 
 
Maintain a 
formal tone in 
writing. 

Teacher generated 
materials 

Transitions 
Formal English 

information using 
strategies such as 
definition, 
classification, 
comparison/ 
contrast, and 
cause/effect; use 
appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts; provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section; include 
formatting when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.7.E 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
. Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a 
grade-appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 



 

 

grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.Q 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
writing. 
.Choose language 
that expresses ideas 
precisely and 
concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating 
wordiness and 
redundancy. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Use precise 
language. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
 
E07.D.2.1.1 
Choose language 
that expresses ideas 
precisely and 
concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating 
wordiness and 
redundancy.* 
 
E07.D.2.1.2 
Vary sentence 
patterns for 
meaning, 
reader/listener 
interest, and style.* 
 
E07.D.2.1.3 
Maintain consistency 
in style and tone.* 



 

 

 
E07.D.2.1.5 
Choose words and 
phrases for effect.* 
 
E07.D.1.2.3 
Use punctuation 
(commas, 
parentheses, and 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/ 
parenthetical 
elements.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.3 
Place phrases and 
clauses within a 
sentence, 
recognizing and 
correcting misplaced 
and dangling 
modifiers.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.2 
Choose among 
simple, compound, 
complex, and 
compound-complex 
sentences to signal 
differing relation-
ships among ideas. 
 
E07.D.1.1.3 
Place phrases and 
clauses within a 
sentence, 
recognizing and 
correcting misplaced 
and dangling 
modifiers.* 
 

 

 
Unit 5   Theme   

 



 

 

Estimated Unit 
Time Frames 

Big Ideas Essential 
Questions 

Concepts 
(Know) 

Competencies 
(Do) 

Lessons / 
Suggested 
Resources 

Vocabulary Standards/ 
Eligible Content 

7 days  
 
Theme/ Main 
Idea 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 
Information to 
gain or expand 
knowledge can be 
acquired through 
a variety of 
sources.  

How do authors 
communicate a 
central message? 

Central message. 
 
Authors 
communicate 
universal truths 
about human life. 
 
Authors 
communicate 
central ideas. 
 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Read and express 
the central 
message. 
 
Support a theme 
with textual 
evidence. 

“Hearts and 
Hands” 
 
“User Friendly” 
 
“Birds, Beast, and 
the Bat” 
 
“The Highway 
Man” 
 
“Pandora’s Box” 
 
“Loo-Wit Fire 
Keeper” 
 
Teacher 
Generated 
Materials. 

Main Idea 
Theme 
 

CC.1.3.7.A 
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.B 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.D 
Determine an 
author’s purpose in a 
text and explain how 
it is conveyed in a 
text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.E 
Analyze how the 
structure of a text 
contributes to the 
development of 
theme, setting, and 
plot. 
 
CC.1.2.7.A 
Determine two or 
more central ideas in 
a text and analyze 
their development 
over the course of 
the text; provide an 
objective summary 



 

 

of the text. 
 
CC.1.2.7.B 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.1 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.2 
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.3 
Determine how the 
author uses the 
meaning of words or 
phrases, including 
figurative and 
connotative 
meanings, in a text; 
analyze the impact 
of rhymes and other 
repetitions of sounds 
(e.g., alliteration) on 
a specific verse or 



 

 

stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or 
drama. 
 
E07.B-K.1.1.1 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
E07.B-K.1.1.2 
Determine two or 
more central ideas in 
a text and analyze 
their development 
over the course of 
the text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 

1 day 
 
Writing about 
Theme 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 
Writing is a 
means of 
documenting 
thinking. 
 
Writing is a 
recursive process 

How do authors 
develop their 
themes? 

Write a logical 
theme and 
defend it with 
textual evidence. 
 
Development of 
Theme 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Write a 
paragraph 
expressing theme 
and providing 
supports from 
the text. 

Teacher 
Generated Writing 
Grid 

 CC.1.4.7.R 
Demonstrate a 
grade-appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.S 
Draw evidence from 
literary or 
informational texts 
to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research, applying 
grade-level reading 
standards for 
literature and 
literary nonfiction. 
 



 

 

that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings   

E07.E.1.1.1 
Introduce text(s) for 
the intended 
audience, state an 
opinion and/or topic, 
establish a situation, 
and create an 
organizational 
structure in which 
ideas are logically 
grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 
 
E07.E.1.1.2 
Develop the analysis 
using relevant 
evidence from 
text(s) to support 
claims, opinions, 
ideas, and inferences 
and demonstrating 
an understanding of 
the text(s). 
 
E07.E.1.1.3 
Use appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts. 
 
E07.E.1.1.4 
Use precise language 
and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic and/or convey 
the experience and 
events. 
 
E07.E.1.1.5 
Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
E07.E.1.1.6 



 

 

Provide a concluding 
section that follows 
from and supports 
the analysis 
presented. 
 
E07.D.1.1.4 
Recognize and 
correct 
inappropriate shifts 
in pronoun number 
and person.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.5 
Recognize and 
correct vague 
pronouns (i.e., ones 
with unclear or 
ambiguous 
antecedents). 
 
E07.D.1.1.6 
Recognize and 
correct 
inappropriate shifts 
in verb tense.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.7 
Produce complete 
sentences, 
recognizing and 
correcting 
inappropriate 
fragments and run-
on sentences.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.8 
Correctly use 
frequently confused 
words (e.g., to, too, 
two; there, their, 
they’re).* 
 
E07.D.1.1.9 
Ensure subject-verb 
and pronoun-
antecedent 



 

 

agreement.* 
 
E07.D.1.2.1 
Use a comma to 
separate coordinate 
adjectives (e.g., It 
was a fascinating, 
enjoyable movie but 
not He wore an old[,] 
green shirt). 
 
E07.D.1.2.2 
Spell correctly. 
 
E07.D.1.2.3 
Use punctuation 
(commas, 
parentheses, and 
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/paren
thetical elements.* 
 
E07D.1.2.4 
Use punctuation to 
separate items in a 
series. 

Grammar FCA 
 
On-going through 
February 

Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings.   

What is a 
preposition and 
how does it 
function? 
 
How is tone 
established in 
writing? 
 
What is the 
theme of a work 
of literature? 
 
What is the main 
idea in an 
informational 
piece? 

Prepositions 
connect words. 
 
Tone develops 
from diction. 
 
The theme of a 
literary piece 
communicates a 
universal truth 
about human 
existence. 
 
The main idea of 
an informational 
selection is what 
the author 

Students will be 
able to: 
 
Include 
prepositional 
phrases in 
writing. 
 
Avoid dangling 
prepositions. 
 
Create tone 
through diction. 
 
Express the main 
idea or theme of 
a selection. 

Holt Handbook 
First Course 
 
Teacher generated 
materials 

Preposition 
Tone 
Theme 
Main Idea 

CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a 
grade- appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
CC.1.4.7.E 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
. Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 



 

 

 
 

communicates. topic. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
CC.1.4.7.Q 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
writing. 
.Choose language 
that expresses ideas 
precisely and 
concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating 
wordiness and 
redundancy. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Use precise 
language. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
 
E07.D.2.1.1 
Choose language 
that expresses ideas 
precisely and 
concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating 
wordiness and 
redundancy.* 
 
E07.D.2.1.2 
Vary sentence 
patterns for 
meaning, 



 

 

reader/listener 
interest, and style.* 
 
E07.D.2.1.3 
Maintain consistency 
in style and tone.* 
 
E07.D.2.1.5 
Choose words and 
phrases for effect.* 

 

Unit 6 Point of View 
 

Estimated Unit 
Time Frames 

Big Ideas Essential 
Questions 

Concepts 
(Know) 

Competencies 
(Do) 

Lessons / 
Suggested 
Resources 

Vocabulary Standards/ 
Eligible Content 

7 days  
 
Point of View 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 
Information to 
gain or expand 
knowledge can be 
acquired through 
a variety of 
sources.   

What point of 
view did the 
author write a 
story? 
 
Why did the 
author choose a 
point of view to 
convey a story? 

Point of View 
 
Point of view the 
author writes. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Read and express 
the central 
message. 
 
Support a theme 
with textual 
evidence. 

“After Twenty 
Years” 
 
“Yeh-Shen” 
 
“Names/Nombres” 
 
Teacher 
Generated 
Materials. 
 
. 
 
 
  

First Person Point 
View 
Third Person 
Omniscient Point 
of View 
Third Person 
Limited Point of 
View 
Third Person 
Objective 

CC.1.2.7.D 
Determine an 
author’s point of 
view or purposes in a 
text and analyze how 
the author 
distinguishes his or 
her position from 
that of others. 
 
CC.1.3.7.D 
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 
 
E07.B-C.2.1.1 
Determine an 
author’s point of 
view or purpose in a 
text and analyze how 
the author 
distinguishes his or 
her position from 
that of others. 



 

 

 
E07.A-C.2.1.1 
Analyze how an 
author develops and 
contrasts the points 
of view of different 
characters or 
narrators in a text. 
 

Grammar FCA 
 
On-going through 
March 

Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings.   

What is the 
function of 
interjections in 
writing? 
 
How are passages 
of literature 
cited? 

Interjections 
express emotion. 
 
Words and lines 
from another 
author must be 
cited. 

Students will be 
able to: 
 
Include properly 
punctuated 
interjections in 
writing. 
 
Credit an author. 
 
Note lines and 
pages of a text. 

Holt Handbook 
First Course 
 
Teacher generated 
materials 
 
 

Interjection 
Citations 
 

CC.1.4.7.E 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
. Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
E07.D.2.1.1 
Choose language 
that expresses ideas 
precisely and 
concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating 
wordiness and 
redundancy.* 

 

Unit 7 Vocabulary and Strategies for Testing 
 

Estimated Unit 
Time Frames 

Big Ideas Essential 
Questions 

Concepts 
(Know) 

Competencies 
(Do) 

Lessons / 
Suggested 
Resources 

Vocabulary Standards/ 
Eligible Content 



 

 

15 days  
 
Testing Strategies 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 

What is the 
author’s 
purpose? 
 
What 
information is 
essential and 
what is 
nonessential? 

How to respond 
to specific 
questions. 
 
Understand and 
answer the 
question asked. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Write 
appropriate 
responses to 
prompts. 
 
Recognize and 
explain key 
vocabulary 
terms. 
 
 

Teacher 
Generated 
Materials such as; 
Bias, Propaganda, 
Author’s Purpose, 
Objective, 
Essential and 
Nonessential 
Detail.  
 
  

Author’s Purpose 
Essential 
Information 
Nonessential 
Information 
Persuade 
Inform 
Entertain 

CC.1.2.7.H 
Evaluate an author’s 
argument, 
reasoning, and 
specific claims for 
the soundness of the 
argument and the 
relevance of the 
evidence. 
 
CC.1.2.7.I 
Analyze how two or 
more authors 
present and 
interpret facts on 
the same topic. 
 
CC.1.4.7.C 
Develop and analyze 
the topic with 
relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, 
or other information 
and examples; 
include graphics and 
multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.7.D 
Organize ideas, 
concepts, and 
information using 
strategies such as 
definition, 
classification, 
comparison/ 
contrast, and 
cause/effect; use 
appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts; provide a 
concluding 



 

 

statement or 
section; include 
formatting when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
 
CC.1.4.7.S 
Draw evidence from 
literary or 
informational texts 
to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research, applying 
grade-level reading 
standards for 
literature and 
literary nonfiction. 
 
E07.B-C.3.1.1 
Trace and evaluate 
the argument and 
specific claims in a 
text, assessing 
whether the 
reasoning is sound 
and the evidence is 
relevant and 
sufficient to support 
the claims. 
 
E07.B-C.3.1.2 
Analyze how two or 
more authors writing 
about the same topic 
shape their 
presentations of key 
information by 
emphasizing 
different evidence or 
advancing different 
interpretations of 
facts. 
 
 
E07.C.1.2.1 
Introduce a topic for 
the intended 



 

 

audience and 
preview what is to 
follow; organize 
ideas, concepts, and 
information using 
strategies such as 
definition, 
classification, 
compare/contrast, 
and cause/effect to 
support the writer’s 
purpose. 
 
E07.C.1.2.3 
Use appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among ideas and 
concepts. 
 
E07.C.1.2.6 
Provide a concluding 
section that follows 
from and supports 
the information or 
explanation 
presented. 
 
E07.E.1.1.1 
Introduce text(s) for 
the intended 
audience, state an 
opinion and/or topic, 
establish a situation, 
and create an 
organizational 
structure in which 
ideas are logically 
grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 
 
E07.E.1.1.3 
Use appropriate 
transitions to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 



 

 

among ideas and 
concepts. 
 
E07.E.1.1.6 
Provide a concluding 
section that follows 
from and supports 
the analysis 
presented. 

8 days 
 
Argumentative 
Writing 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 
Writing is a 
means of 
documenting 
thinking. 
 
Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings   

How is a claim 
defended? 
 
 

How to organize 
and present a 
defense of a 
claim. 
 
State a claim and 
defend it. 
 
Acknowledge and 
refute a counter 
claim. 

The student will 
be able to… 
 
State and support 
a claim. 
 
Acknowledge 
opposing claims. 
 
Organize an 
argumentative 
essay. 

Argumentative 
Template. 
 
Teacher 
Generated 
Materials. 

Claim 
Counter claim 
Lead 

CC.1.4.7.G 
Write arguments to 
support claims. 
 
CC.1.4.7.H 
Introduce and state 
an opinion on a 
topic. 
 
CC.1.4.7.I 
Acknowledge 
alternate or 
opposing claims and 
support claim with 
logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, 
using accurate, 
credible sources and 
demonstrating and 
understanding of the 
topic. 
 
CC.1.4.7.J 
Organize the claim(s) 
with clear reasons 
and evidence clearly; 
clarify relationships 
among claim(s) and 
reasons by using 
words, phrases, and 
clauses to create 
cohesion; provide a 
concluding 
statement or section 
that follows from 
and supports the 
argument presented. 
 



 

 

CC.1.4.7.K 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
.Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
CC.1.4.7.L 
Demonstrate a 
grade-appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
E07.C.1.1.1  
Introduce claim(s) 
for the intended 
audience, 
acknowledge 
alternate or 
opposing claims, and 
support the writer’s 
purpose by logically 
organizing the 
reasons and 
evidence. 
E07.C.1.1.2  
Support claim(s) with 
logical reasoning and 



 

 

relevant evidence, 
using accurate, 
credible sources and 
demonstrating an 
understanding of the 
topic or text. 
 
E07.C.1.1.3  
Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify 
the relationships 
among claim(s), 
reasons, and 
evidence. 
 
E07.C.1.1.4  
Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
E07.C.1.1.5 
Provide a concluding 
section that 
reinforces the claims 
and reasons 
presented. 

2 days 
 
Presentation of 
an Argument 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   

How are 
arguments 
presented?  

Deliver an 
argument.  

The student will 
be able to… 
 
Deliver an 
argument clearly. 

Student Generated 
Materials 
 
Teacher 
Generated 
Materials 

 CC.1.5.7.D 
Present claims and 
findings, 
emphasizing salient 
points in a focused, 
coherent manner 
with pertinent 
descriptions, facts, 
details, and 
examples; use 
appropriate eye 
contact, adequate 
volume, and clear 
pronunciation. 

Grammar FCA 
 
On-going through 
April 

Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings.   

What are 
pronouns? 
 
How do pronouns 
agree with 

Pronouns replace 
nouns. 
 
Pronouns must 
agree in number 

Students will be 
able to: 
 
Effectively 
include pronouns 

Holt Handbook 
First Course 
 
Teacher generated 
materials 

Pronoun 
Antecedent 
MLA format  

CC.1.4.7.E 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
. Use precise 



 

 

antecedents? 
 
How are outside 
sources cited in 
MLA format? 

and gender with 
antecedents. 
 
MLA format 
guides the 
citation of 
sources. 

in writing. 
 
Write pronouns 
with accurate 
gender and 
number 
agreement with 
the antecedents. 
 
Cite outside 
sources according 
to the MLA  
format. 
 
 
 
 

 
Modern Language 
Language 
Handbook 

language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
.Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 
.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
CC.1.4.7.F 
Demonstrate a 
grade-appropriate 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 
E07.D.2.1.1 
Choose language 
that expresses ideas 
precisely and 
concisely, 
recognizing and 
eliminating 
wordiness and 
redundancy.* 
 
E07.D.1.1.4 
Recognize and 
correct 
inappropriate shifts 
in pronoun number 
and person.* 
 
 
E07.D.1.1.5 
Recognize and 
correct vague 



 

 

pronouns (i.e., ones 
with unclear or 
ambiguous 
antecedents).* 
 
E07.D.1.1.9 
Ensure subject-verb 
and pronoun-
antecedent 
agreement.* 

 

Unit 8 Greek Mythology 
 

Estimated Unit 
Time Frames 

Big Ideas Essential 
Questions 

Concepts 
(Know) 

Competencies 
(Do) 

Lessons / 
Suggested 
Resources 

Vocabulary Standards/ 
Eligible Content 

15 days  
 
Greek Mythology 

Comprehension 
requires and 
enhances critical 
thinking and is 
constructed 
through the 
intentional 
interaction 
between reader 
and text.   
 
Information to 
gain or expand 
knowledge can be 
acquired through 
a variety of 
sources.   
 
 

What is the 
purpose of 
mythology? 
 

What is a myth? 
 
What is the 
deeper meaning 
of a myth?  
 
Mythology 
explains natural 
phenomena, 
teach moral 
lessons and 
express fears and 
hopes. 

Students will be 
able to… 
 
Describe how a 
myth relates to 
natural 
phenomena. 
 

Teacher 
Generated 
Materials  
 
“Echo and 
Narcissus” 
 
“Origins of the 
Seasons” 
 
“Orpheus, the 
Great Musician” 
 
“The Flight of 
Icarus” 
 
“King Midas and 
the Golden Touch” 
 
“The Funeral 
Banquet of King 
Midas” 

Mythology CC.1.3.7.A  
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.B 
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly, as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 
drawn from the text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.C 
Analyze how 
particular elements 
of a story or drama 
interact and how 
setting shapes the 
characters or plot. 
 



 

 

CC.1.3.7.D 
Analyze how an 
author develops and 
contrasts the points 
of view of different 
characters or 
narrators in a text. 
 
CC.1.3.7.E 
Analyze how the 
structure or form of 
a text contributes to 
its meaning. 
 
CC.1.3.7.F 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in grade-
level reading and 
content, including 
interpretation of 
figurative, 
connotative 
meanings. 
 
CC.1.3.7.H 
Compare and 
contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, 
place, or character 
and a historical 
account of the same 
period as a means of 
understanding how 
authors of fiction use 
or alter history. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.1  
Cite several pieces of 
textual evidence to 
support analysis of 
what the text says 
explicitly as well as 
inferences, 
conclusions, and/or 
generalizations 



 

 

drawn from the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.2  
Determine a theme 
or central idea of a 
text and analyze its 
development over 
the course of the 
text; provide an 
objective summary 
of the text. 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.3 
Analyze how 
particular elements 
of a story, drama, or 
poem interact (e.g., 
how the setting 
shapes the 
characters or plot). 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.1 
Analyze how an 
author develops and 
contrasts the points 
of view of different 
characters or 
narrators in a text. 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.2 
Analyze how a 
drama’s or poem’s 
form or structure 
(e.g., soliloquy, 
sonnet) contributes 
to its meaning. 
 
E07.A-C.2.1.3 
Determine how the 
author uses the 
meaning of words or 
phrases, including 
figurative and 
connotative 
meanings, in a text; 
analyze the impact 
of rhymes and other 



 

 

repetitions of sounds 
(e.g., alliteration) on 
a specific verse or 
stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or 
drama. 
 
E07.A-C.3.1.1 
Compare and 
contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, 
place, or character 
and a historical 
account of the same 
period as a means of 
understanding how 
author is of fiction 
use or alter history. 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.1 
Determine or clarify 
the meaning of 
unknown and 
multiple-meaning 
words and phrases 
based on grade 7 
reading and content, 
choosing flexibly 
from a range of 
strategies. 
 
a.Use context (e.g., 
the overall meaning 
of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s 
position or function 
in a sentence) as a 
clue to the meaning 
of a word or phrase. 
 
b.Use common, 
grade-appropriate 
Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to 
the meaning of a 
word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, 



 

 

rebel). 
 
E07.A-V.4.1.2. 
Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 
 
a.Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., literary 
and mythological 
allusions) in context. 
 
b.Use the relation-
ship between 
particular words 
(e.g., synonym/ 
antonym, analogy) 
to better understand 
each of the words. 
 
c.Distinguish among 
the connotations 
(associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, 
polite, diploma-tic, 
condescending). 
 

Grammar FCA 
 
On-going through 
May 

Writing is a 
recursive process 
that conveys 
ideas, thoughts 
and feelings   

How is dialogue 
included in 
writing? 

Dialogue enlivens 
narration. 
 
Dialogue requires 
quotations stems 
and exacting 
punctuation. 

Students will be 
able to: 
 
Include dialogue 
in original 
narration. 
 
Punctuate 
dialogue 
accurately. 
 

Teacher generated 
materials. 

Dialogue 
Quotation Stem 

CC.1.4.7.E 
Write with an 
awareness of the 
stylistic aspects of 
composition. 
. Use precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the 
topic. 
. Use sentences of 
varying lengths and 
complexities. 



 

 

 

Write precise 
quotation stems. 

.Develop and 
maintain a 
consistent voice. 
.Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style. 
 
CC.1.4.7.U 
Use technology, 
including the 
Internet, to produce 
and publish writing 
and link to and cite 
sources as well as to 
interact and 
collaborate with 
others, including 
linking to and citing 
sources. 
 
 


